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GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL, CINCEUR EOR POLAD 
E.O. II652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING - JULY 8 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JULY 8, 

1976: 


Q. ONE QUESTION, IF I COULD ASK THIS. IN THE TEL AVIV 
AIRPORT GEORGE GARFUNKEL OE NEW YORK, ONE OF THE TEN 
AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO WAS RESCUED BY THE ISRAELIS IN 
UGANDA, SAID - AND I QUOTE - "OUR GOVERNMENT DID NOT CARE 
ABOUT US. THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT DID CARE. AMERICANS 
DIDN'T GIVE A DAMN ABOUT US, BUT ISRAEL FREED US." WHAT 
IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S COMMENT ON THIS? 

A. OF COURSE OUR GOVERNMENT AND OUR PEOPLE CARED VERY 
MUCH ABOUT THE PEOPLE WHO WERE HELD HOSTAGE BY THE 
TERRORISTS IN UGANDA; AND WE HAVE DESCRIBED DAILY IN THESE 
BRIEFINGS SINCE THAT HIJACKING TOOK PLACE WHAT THE UNITED 
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STATES GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN DOING. AS FAR AS THE FRF, RING 
OF THE HOSTAGES, INCLUDING THE SIXTEEN AMERICAN CITIZENS, 

THE PRESIDENT SENT A PERSONAL MESSAGE ON BEHALF OF ALL OF 
US. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO FOLLOW THAT UP IF I COULD. RONALD 
REAGAN, WHEN NOTIFIED ABOUT THIS RESCUE, MADE THE STATEMENT, 
"THIS IS WHAT AMERICANS USED TO DO." AND ON MONDAY THE 
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PRESIDENT PAID GREAT TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT lEFEERSON WHO 
SENT THE NAVY TO THE BARB ARY COAST. DOES THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT EEEL THAT MR. JEEEERSON'S ACTION ON THIS IS 
OUT OE DATE? 

A. AS A PERSONAL ADMIRER OE JEEEERSON AND AS A 
JEEEERSONIAN AND THE EACT THAT HE WAS OUR FIRST SECRETARY 
OE STATE, I, OE COURSE, APPROVE OE ALL OF THE ACTIONS OE 
JEEEERSON OE WHICH I AM AWARE. IN INCIDENTS AS THEY COME 
UP IN MODERN TIMES, OBVIOUSLY YOU HAVE TO TAKE THEM ON A 
CASE-BY-CASE BASIS AND MAKE THE BEST DECISIONS THAT ARE 
POSSIBLE CONSISTENT WITH WHAT IS POSSIBLE. WE HAVE SAID 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE. AND WE HAVE STATED PUBLICLY OUR 
REACTION TO THE ACTION BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT, AND I 
REALLY DO NOT HAVE MUCH BEYOND THAT. 

Q. I JUST WONDERED IN MY ABSENCE WAS THERE ANYTHING 
MORE? AS I REMEMBER YOU SAID WE CONTACTED THE WEST 
GERMAN EMBASSY THAT REPRESENTS OUR INTERESTS IN UGANDA, 

AND YOU ALSO SAID WE CONTACTED THE INTERNATIONAL RED 
CROSS. WAS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THE UNITED STATES DID? 

A. IN TERMS OE OBTAINING THE RELEASE, WE WERE IN 
CONTACT WITH A NUMBER OE GOVERNMENTS THAT WERE PRINCIPALLY 
CONCERNED, AS WELL AS THE RED CROSS, AS WELL AS THE 
EEDERAL REPUBLIC OP GERMANY WHICH REPRESENTS OUR INTERESTS 
IN UGANDA, URGING THE UGANDAN GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS THE 
TERRORISTS TO RELEASE THE HOSTAGES UNHARMED. 

Q. YOU SAID THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT WAS ON BEHALF OF ALL OF US OR FOR ALL OF US. 

DOES THAT IN ANY WAY FORETELL THE UNITED STATES POSITION 
AT THE UN DEBATE ON THIS SUBJECT? 
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A. NO. AS I SAID YESTERDAY, OUR POSITION ON THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL DEBATE WILL COME OUT DURING THE DEBATE ITSELF. 

I AM NOT COMMENTING ON THE DEBATE. 

Q. ON THAT SUBJECT, THERE IS A REPORT THAT THE ISRAELIS 
HAVE ASSURANCES PROM THE UNITED STATES THAT THE U.S. WOULD 
VETO ANY ONE-SIDED ATTEMPT TO CONDEMN ISRAEL POR THE 
RAID. IS THAT TRUE? 

A. I AM JUST NOT ABLE TO COMMENT ON THAT AND OTHER 
REPORTS SPECULATING ABOUT OUR POSITION. AS I SAID 
YESTERDAY, I AM NOT ABLE TO DISCUSS OUR POSITION IN 
ADVANCE OP THE DEBATE ITSELF. 
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Q. STILL ON THE SUBJECT OE THE RAID, THERE ARE EURTHER 
REPORTS THAT MRS. DORA BLOCH, THE SINGLE REMAINING 
HOSTAGE, WAS TAKEN SCREAMING FROM THE HOSPITAL AND 
PRESUMABLY WAS SMOTHERED DURING THE ATTEMPT. DO YOU HAVE 
ANY INFORMATION ON THAT? 

A. I HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS. WE HAVE NO OTHER INEORMA- 
TION THAT I AM AWARE OE, BUT LET ME CHECK INTO IT TO SEE 
IE WE HAVE ANYTHING. 

Q. WOULD THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT EAVOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OE AN INTERNATIONAL POLICE EORCE TO DEAL 
WITH HIJACKING INCIDENTS LIKE THIS? 

A. I CANNOT REALLY ANSWER THAT QUESTION SPECIFICALLY. 

WE HAVE PUT OUT A NUMBER OF PROPOSALS ON HIJACKING, AND 
WE ARE CERTAINLY PREPARED TO CONSIDER IDEAS THAT OTHER 
PEOPLE HAVE. BUT WE DO THINK THAT THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY SHOULD ADOPT, OR SHOULD AGREE ON HOW TO TREAT 
AND HOW TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM. 

Q. AMONG THE PROPOSALS YOU HAVE PUT OUT, IS THERE A 
PROPOSAL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL POLICE EORCE? 

A. I DO NOT RECALL THAT, BUT LET ME CHECK INTO IT. 
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Q. IS THERE ANY CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN IN THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION TO EORMING THE KIND OE UNIT THAT THE ISRAELIS 
USED TO CARRY OUT THE RAID? 

A. I AM JUST NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON THAT. I DO 
NOT KNOW. 

KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIEIED 
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